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CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS

On Saturday the Longhouse project was fortunate
enough to have author Janice MacKay come along to
lead two creative writing workshops.

The morning session was for children, and through a
series of exercises
Janis inspired the
children to use
their imaginations
and set free their

Then, v
through targeted

creativity.

questions, she led
them to think about how it would be to live in pre-
clearance times. What would the everyday sights,
smells and sounds be? And how would these things be

different from modern times?

The children engaged immediately, and responded
enthusiastically with both playful and very sensible

answers. After a refreshment break, Janis read a short
excerpt from her novel, The Reluctant Time Traveller
while the children sat in complete silence, engrossed in
the story. Finally, building
¥ on their answers to the
earlier exercises, Janis
asked the children to go

on an imaginary journey

1250 years into the past

and to write the first chapter of their own story about
time travel and finding themselves in pre-clearance

times.

After twenty minutes of eager

writing, Janis called time and P{}
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drew the children into a group
to share their adventures - each
different; all uniquely creative |
and wonderful.




